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Oscar Did It!
Features of the text:

•	 Inter-text	connection	with	Well Done, Oscar! •	 Repeated	sentence	patterns
 and Go to Bed, Oscar! 		 •	 Strong	family	situation	connections
•	 Punctuation:	speech	marks,	exclamation	marks,	 •	 Consequences	of	actions
	 apostrophe,	question	marks 
  
Before Reading
•	Ask	the	children	to	tell	you	about	little	children	making	a	mess	

or breaking things.
•	Ask,	If you made a mess or broke something, would you own 

up to it or feel like blaming someone else?
•	Introduce	the	text:	Oscar Did It!
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	title	page.	What	clues	do	they	give	

about the story? Ask the children, What do you think people 
might say to Oscar when he makes a mess?

•	Making meaning: making 
personal connections 

•	Analyzing the text: visual 
literacy, prediction

Reading the Text
•	Ask	the	children	to	read	the	text	quietly.
•	Give	the	children	something	specific	to	focus	on	as	they	read.	
For	example,	Read the book to find out who “did it”.

•	If	necessary,	guide	the	children’s	reading	of	one	or	two	pages,	
then	encourage	them	to	read	on	quietly.

•	Children	may	draw	upon	all	text	
features during the reading 
of	the	text.	Help	individual	
children as necessary.

After Reading
•	Notice	the	words	linked	to	Oscar	getting	into	trouble:	mess  

(p. 3), trod (p. 7), spilled (p. 10), empty (p. 14). Encourage  
the children to make personal connections to these words.

•	Ask	the	children,	What did the older children blame Oscar for  
that was not his fault?

•	Ask	the	children,	What do you think about the way the older 
children were treating Oscar?

•	Notice	high	frequency	words	throughout	the	text,	e.g.	came, 
come, said, who.

•	Notice	the	apostrophe	for	the	contraction	didn’t (pp. 4, 8, 10). 
Contrast this with the affirmative pattern did it (pp. 4, 8, 10).   

•	Notice	the	past	tense	verbs:	asked (pp. 3, 7), played (p. 6), 
painted, spilled, yelled (p. 10), called (p. 12), smiled (p. 16).

•	Notice	the	repeated	question	patterns	on	pages	3,	7,	and	10.
•	Notice	the	illustration	on	page	16	and	ask,	Why do you think 

the illustrator has chosen to show Oscar looking so happy?

•	Using the text: considering 
how words are used (vocab)

•	Making meaning: recall, 
summarizing, critical literacy 

•	Cracking the code: 
punctuation, challenging 
sentence patterns, past tense 
verbs,	high	frequency	words

 

•	Analyzing the text: 
recognizing illustrator’s role
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