
Hairy Bear and the Door
Features of the text:

• Inter-text connection with Hairy Bear
• Punctuation: speech marks, exclamation marks
• Problem solving
• Repeated sentence patterns 
• Rhyming 

Before Reading
• Ask the children to tell you about people they know who  

fix things.
• Ask, What do you do when you can’t fix something yourself?
• Introduce the text: Hairy Bear and the Door.
• Look at the cover and title page. What clues does it give about 

the story? Ask, How do you think Hairy Bear will fix the door?

• Making meaning: making 
personal connections

• Analyzing the text: visual 
literacy, prediction

Reading the Text
• Ask the children to read the text quietly.
• Give the children something specific to focus on as they read. 

For example, Read the book to find out what happens to 
Hairy Bear when he tries to fix the door.

• If necessary, guide the children’s reading of one or two pages, 
then encourage them to read on quietly.

• Children may draw upon  
all text features during  
the reading of the text.  
Help individual children  
as necessary.

After Reading
• Notice the verbs on p. 4 relating to being hurt (growled, 

howled, yowled).
• Notice the expression Oh rats! on p. 4. Ask the children  

to create synonyms.
• Ask, How did Hairy Bear’s friends help solve his problem  

of fixing the door?
• Notice rhyming patterns where there is a visual match:  

saw/paw (p. 3), that/fat (p. 6), sling/anything (p. 7),  
sad/bad (p. 8) and rain/pain (p. 8).

• Notice rhyming patterns with no visual match: saw/door  
(p. 2), door/sore (p. 4), Bear/care (p. 5), Bear/there (p. 10), 
care/Bear (p. 11), and door/paw/sore (p. 14).

• Notice the use of exclamation marks to show Bear’s distress 
(pp. 4, 6, 8) and then his happiness (pp. 14 and 16).

• Look at the illustrations on pp. 3–9 and 13–16 and ask, How 
does the illustrator show Hairy Bear’s different emotions?

• Using the text: considering 
how words are used (vocab)

 

• Making meaning: recall, 
inference

• Cracking the code: rhyming 
patterns, exclamation marks

• Analyzing the text: recognize 
illustrator role in creating text


