
Mrs Wishy-Washy and the Big Tub
Features of the text:

• Inter-text connection with Mrs Wishy-Washy
• Punctuation: speech marks, exclamation marks, bold print
• Onomatopoeia 
• Problem solving
• Humour 

Before Reading
• Ask the children to tell you what they know about travelling 

on a train.
• Ask, What do you do when you go to the beach?
• Introduce the text: Mrs Wishy-Washy and the Big Tub.
• Look at the cover and title page. What clues do they give 

about the story?

• Making meaning: 
making personal 
connections, prediction

• Analyzing the text: 
visual literacy

Reading the Text
• Ask the children to read the text quietly.
• Give them something specific to focus on. For example, 

Read the book to find out what the animals did when they 
went to the beach.

• If necessary, guide the children’s reading of one or two 
pages, then encourage them to read on quietly.

• Children may draw 
upon all four practices 
during the reading of 
the text. Help individual 
children as necessary.

After Reading
• Focus on simile. Look at page 7. Ask, Why is the sea like  

a big tub? What other words could you use for “tub”?
• Focus on onomatopoeia. For example, look at page 6 and 

ask, Which words tell that the train is moving? Make 
similar comparisons on pages 8 and 9.

• Look at pages 10–11. Ask, How do you know that the 
animals enjoyed being at the beach?

• Notice compound words on pages 2 (sunshine), 6 
(sunshine), 12 (afterwards, everywhere) and 14 (sunshine).

• Notice short vowel + ck patterns. Look at pages 2 (tickets), 
4 (ticket), 6 (clicketty-clack), 8 (quack), 14 (tickets).

• Look at pages 12–13. Ask, Do you think they had sand in 
their sandwiches?

• Look at page 16. Ask, How does the illustrator show that 
the animals did not put their feet on the seats?

• Using the text: 
considering how words 
are used (vocabulary)

• Making meaning: recall, 
inference

• Cracking the code: 
punctuation, compound 
words, decoding

• Analyzing the text: 
recognizing the 
illustrator’s role in 
creating the text


