
Meanies’ Night Out
Features of the text:

• Punctuation: speech marks, exclamation marks
• Interjections 
• Long vowel patterns
• Visual language

Before Reading
• Ask the children what they know about begging to be 

allowed to do something or have something.
• Ask the children to tell you about making good and bad 

choices.
• Ask, What bad choices might the Meanies make when 

they go for a night out?
• Introduce the text: Meanies’ Night Out.
• Look at the cover and title page. What clues do they 

give about the story?

• Making meaning: making 
personal connections, 
prediction

• Analyzing the text: visual 
literacy

Reading the Text
• Ask the children to read the text quietly.
• Give them something specific to focus on. For example, 

Read the book to find out what are the consequences 
of bad behaviour.

• If necessary, guide the children’s reading of one or two 
pages, then encourage them to read on quietly.

• Children may draw upon 
all four practices during the 
reading of the text. Help 
individual children  
as necessary.

After Reading
• Look at pages 5, 8, and 12 . Notice verbs that tell you 

that the Meanies are misbehaving.
• Look at pages 2, 6, and 10. Notice the words that 

show the increasing intensity of the Meanies’ begging.
• What bad choices did the Meanies make during their 

night out?
• What bad choices did the other characters make?
• Look at pages 2, 4, 5, 6, 9, and 14. Notice the 

interjections (Please!; Boo! Boo!; Out you go!: All right!; 
Out! Out! Out!; Shoo! Shoo! Shoo!)

• Focus on the long e vowel patterns (ee, ea). For 
example, look at page 6 and notice real and tears.  
Do the same for pages 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 12–13, and 14.

• Using the text: considering 
how words are used 
(vocabulary)

• Making meaning: 
recall, forming opinions, 
summarizing

• Cracking the code: 
punctuation


