
Overview
Max and Ruby are on the second heat of the TV program, The Brain, a 
competition to find the brainiest kids who use their brains in different and 
interesting ways. They have already shown that they can use their brains 
creatively against competitors who seem to have the advantage over them. 
In this story they need to use survival skills in a race on an island.

Words to watch for
triathlon	 edible	 kitbag	 ravine	 geologist	
alternating	 pedicure	 kayak	 Swiss army knife	 suffocate	
shimmered	 waterfall	 flexing	 sockets	 tropical	
squillions

Learning outcomes
During this unit the students will:

learn about possible survival activities
reinforce that sharing, helping and cooperation can be important survival 
skills
learn that winning might not be the most important part of a competition
understand features of a map.

Introducing the book
Remind the students of other Survival stories they have read. Ask, What do 
you expect to find in the books in this series? What have you learned about Max 
and Ruby?
Have the students read the back cover and ask, What might the answers be to 
the questions? What hint does the blurb give you about the outcome of the story?

Before reading
Ask, What clues about this adventure do you get from the front cover?
Have the students look at the illustration at the top of the contents page. 
Ask, What do you know about islands? What might be some of the problems on an 
island?
Read the chapter titles. Ask, What are some supportive words in the titles?
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Reading the text: Comprehension
Pages 1–5

Have the students read these pages. Ask, Why 
did so many people go the airport to farewell Max 
and Ruby? Why did some of their friends do strange 
things? Why wasn’t Max pleased to see everyone who 
went to the airport?
Ask, How did Max and Ruby spend their time on 
the plane? Why was David Dazzle’s name just right 
for him?

Pages 6–10
When the students have read these pages, ask, 
Why did Max feel awful when he met Levi King?
Ask, Why did Ruby think Adventure Island looked 
beautiful?

Pages 11–14
Ask the students to read pages 11 to 14. Ask, 
Why were the extra adults on the island? How did 
Woodie feel about their actions?
Have the students predict what Max might do 
next, then read page 14 to check.

Pages 15–21
After the students have read these pages ask, 
What did everyone learn about getting food on the 
island?
Ask, Why did Liberty think that Zelda did the 
wrong thing?
Ask, How did the others help Liberty go across the 
swing bridge?

Pages 22–28
When the students have read these pages, ask, 
Why were other people on the island? How did Max 
help them?
Ask, How were the four Brain competitors helped in 
return?
Ask, When do people use froggy walking?
Ask, How did Max see Levi and Zelda? Why did he 
help them?

Pages 29–33
Ask students to read these pages, then ask,

Why did Max’s butterflies turn into cricket balls?
How did the viewers know what he and Ruby had 
done?
What did Mr Fellows want Max to remember?
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After reading
Discuss:

Meanings of the Words to watch for.
Why text messages are different from other 
written messages, and the abbreviations students 
know.
How the map helped students understand the 
island.
Who had the most fun during the race? Why?
What Liberty really meant when she said 
‘Charming’ on page 18.
How Max and Ruby earned their win in this 
heat.

Independent activities
The students could try these activities:

Complete the BLM at the end of these notes.
Write a message using SMS abbreviations, to 
share with other class members.
Find a classmate who knows how to play card 
games, battleships or chess. Arrange to have 
lessons.
Do you agree that Max and Ruby should have 
won the heat? Give reasons for your answer.
Write about an adventure you would enjoy on an 
island.

Series features
This story is part of the series of books about Max 
Stone and Ruby Jones. If students have read the 
other three books (Survival on The Brain, Survival 
of the Funkiest, Survival in the City), ask them to 
identify:

the main characters
the similarities between the stories
differences between the stories
the sequence of stories (where applicable).

They could also say which one in the series they 
like the best, and why.
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	 Think of an activity or hobby you are good at. Write clear instructions 
that would help you teach it to others. Hint: see pages 25 and 26.

Equipment needed

Space needed

How to start

What to be careful about

How to solve problems during the process
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